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Aqueduct

Yonkers

search comes up empty

By ED TRAPASSO
Staff Writer
Theories that a Satanic cult linked to 'Son
of Sam" killer David Berkowitz may have
used a stretch of the old Croton Aqueduct in
north Yonkers for rituals were discounted
Monday following a lengthy search by police
A team of Yonkers police officers conducted a four-hour expedition inside the old aqueduct that once supplied New York City with
drinking water, finding no evidence of occult
activity inside the underground tunnel.
Monday's search was one phase of the
newly reactivated probe into the local aspects
of the "Son of Sam" killings

The Yonkers Police Department announced Friday that it was reactivating its
probe in an effort to determine if a devil worshipping cult group operated in North Yonkers at the time of the killings, and if Berkowitz was a member of that group.
Berkowitz, a Yonkers resident at the time
of his arrest, is the self-confessed "Son of
Sam" killer who murdered six and wounded
seven during a reign of terror in New York
City in 1976-77
"We're discounting the aqueduct." Det
Sgt Frank Fernandes said Monday afternoon.
"We found nothing to indicate that the inside
of the aqueduct had anything to do with cult

activity
According to a series of investigative ston e s in this newspaper, the cult conducted its
rituals just a mile north of Berkowitz's 35
Pine St. home at a location that was referred
to in the "Son of S a m " letter to New York
Daily News Columnist Jimmy Breslin in June.
1977. The Breslin letter reportedly made several references to the aqueduct.
The only noteworthy items found inside the
tunnel were three torches and an "old, moldy
pair of boots," said Fernandes.
Fernandes and four Yonkers police officers
assigned full time to the reactivated investigation, walked approximately six miles inside
the tunnel Monday, entering near Untermyer

in 'Sam* probe

Park ana men walking north over the Hasl
ings-on-Hudson boundry line and back again
It is believed that occult groups regularh
met in Untermyer Park, on or near the aquo
duct, and conducted black masses "
Fernandes declined to say how they officers gained access to the aqueduct, but noted
the entry point is not easily accessible The
officers were accompanied during the search
by a member of the Taconic State Park Com
mission The commission now has jurisdiction
over the aqueduct, a state historical land
mark
The aqueduct is an underground tunnel
about eight feet in diameter that winds some
25 miles from the Croton Reservoir in north

ern Westchester to New York City A wide
path on lop follows its course through wooded
areas and residential neighborhoods
Fernandes did not discount the possibility
that cull groups ma> have used the top of the
aqueduct
W e r e only discounting the
inside," he ^.iid He noted the portion of the
aqueduct nearest Berkowitz's former Yonkers
home was searched thoroughly Berkowitz'.. is
imprisoned at the Attica Correctional Tacilit\
From what we found, there is nothing to
indicate that the aqueduct has been used for
anything. iecentl> except the dumping of debris," Fernandes said

says ves
ostage visits
TEHRAN, Iran ( A P ) —Foreign Minister Sadegh
Ghotbzadeh said today international observers will see
the American hostages in the occupied U.S. Embassy "in
the very near future." <
"We are going to have independent international observers to go and visit the prisoners in, I hope, a very
short time and afterwards I hope that visits will be
(made) regularly," Ghotbzadeh told a news conference.
The news conference was for newspaper and magazine reporters, not wire services, but The Associated
Press obtained a tape recording of the questions and
answers.
"One visit certainly is agreed upon, and it will be
done I hope in the very near future," Ghotbzadeh said. " I
hope that visits will be regularly (allowed). I can't guarantee that now."
Among the international intermediaries in Tehran is
Harold Schmidt Degruneck of the International Red
Cross, who saw 15 of the hostages earlier in the five-weekold siege.
U.N. emissary Zuhair Yamin arrived in Tehran Monday and Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Shahul Hameed,
who already has acted a s an intermediary, is reportedly
back in Tehran.
Ghotbzadeh said attempts were being made by Iranian officials to assemble an international grand jury a s
AP Photo
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CPL. BILLY GALLEGOS DURING INTERVIEW
. . . one of 50 Tehran hostages
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Bv DONNA GREENE
Staff Writer
The Westchester Board of Legislators will
meet in a special session tonight to consider actions needed to raise their own salaries as well
as those of the county executive, the county
clerk and about 300 other top government
employees.
The board agreed to delay the proposals at
its regularly scheduled meeting Monday afternoon, but later that evening. Board Chairman
Andrew O'Rourke. R-Yonkers. called the special meeting for tonight at 9 p.m. at the County
Office Building in White Plains. The pay raise
question was first tabled because a key amendment necessary for its enactment was blocked
through a parliamentary maneuver.
The board must take two separate actions

tonight before the increases can be enacted.
The first is a resolution which would give a 5
percent raise to the majority of managerial
employees effective Feb. 1. The resolution, introduced by John Hand, R-Yorktown, would
limit the raise to a maximum of.$2,015.
The other action would set a public hearing
on a proposed local law which would give
equivalent raises to County Executive Alfred
DelBello, County Clerk George Morrow and a
handful of other county officials who have a fixed term of office. By law, these officials may
not receive a raise without a public hearing on
the proposal first.
If approved, DelBello's salary will be raised
from J62.975 to $64,990; Morrow's from $43,930
to $45,945; and that of the legislators from the

present $12,440 to $15,487.50. If the pay plan is
not approved, the legislators' salaries will still
increase to $14,750 in January because of a previous raise they voted themselves, but which
they deferred until a new board took office.

of Y o n k e r s teen

It will cost the county $500,000 if all the raises are adopted.
While the board can enact the pay raises for
themselves and most of the other managerial
employees tonight, Board Chairman O'Rourke
said the legislators will wait until after the public hearing.
O'Rourke said the delay would be prudent
because of criticism the board faced last year
when it raised salaries without a public hearing, even though a hearing was not required.

in deputy sheriff slaying
By TARA CONN ELL
Staff Writer

Rye's Christopher Atkins got a movie jab
the way some hopefuls
dream about
he
was spotted by Columbia film studio executives,
made
a
screen test and that
was it
a role with
Brooke Shields See
Lifestyles

A Hastings-On-Hudson man accused of
murdering Westchester County Police Officer Kieran Grant last month pleaded not
guilty to the charges Monday in Westchester County Court in White Plains
Jose Cuellar Gonzalez, a 41-year-old Cudan refugee, was arraigned before Judge
John C Couzens and returned to the county
jail to await a Jan 17 hearing in the case
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determine if Gonzalez is competent to
stand trial. The January date was set to
give the lawyer time to prepare his case
Torres requested the hearing despite
the finding by two psychiatrists that Gonzalez is able to understand the charges
against him and to help his attorney
Gonzalez is accused of repeatedly shooting Grant when the officer attempted to
serve an eviction notice on the suspect at
his 101 Southside Ave apartment. Grant.

Couzens ordered the hearing at the re- 50. was shot at least four times, three at
quest of defense attorney Jose Torres to
close range
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Christina sheds No. 3
A lawyer for shipping heiress
Christina Onassis said in Athens
Tuesday that she planned to hegin
divorce proceedings against her
Soviet husband Sergei Kauzov. The
couple arc shown during their wed
ding in Moscow in August. 1978.
AP Photo

By TARA CONN ELL
Staff Writer
A 23-year-old ex-Marine will be sen
tenced Jan. 26 (or fatally stabbing Yonkers
teen-ager Paul McDermott during a fight
over who would be first in line at a pizza
parlor last May
Charles "Winky" Allen, of 245 Palisade
Ave . Yonkers, pleaded guilty to first-degree manslaughter dunng jury selection
for his trial in Westchester County Court in
White Plains last week
Allen admitted stabbing McDcrmotl
three times in the side while the two grappled outside Dino's Restaurant at 92 Ash
burton Ave , Yonkers, on May 19 The two
apparently began arguing over who was
first in line to get pizza
The 18 year-old McDermott, a senior at
Sacred Heart High .School in Yonkers, was
described by teachers and friends as "hap
py go lucky" and a person who "wouldn't
hurt a soul "
At least four eyewitnesses to the stab
bing were prepared to testify at the trial
that Allen was responsible, said Assistant
District Attorney Frank Carollo Allen en
terrd the plea after the witnesses' identifi
cation of him was ruled admissible at the
trial
Ironically, the identification of Allen
came rather late in the case Another man
originally was charged with McDermott'*
killing
John Vernon was held in the Westches
ter County Jail for three weeks before the
prosecutors and Yonkers police admitted
lh«y had arrested the wrong man Allen
was taken into custody before Vernon was
released
Yonkers police charged Allen with sec
ond degree murder but a Westchester
Grand Jury reduced the charge to first de
gree manslaughter Allen could receive up
to 25 years in state prison

Outlook bleak for unemployed blaek teens
Third of a series
ester They have no jobs, few skills, little
By MICHAEL ZEIGLER
hope
Gannett News Service
And they aren t alone
ROCHESTER. N Y. - T h e frustration is
National labor statistics put the unem(here, and so is the anger
ployment rate for black loon-agers at 30 to
You can see it in the face of Billy Riv40 percent It's as high as 60 percent in
ers. 19. who has never had a job that paid
some urban areas
more than $100 a week
" T h e r e ' s a whole generation of people
You can see it in the face of Percy Hawho are going into adulthood without havney. 17. who reads at third-grade level and
ing any meaningful j«bs," said William A
doesn t understand all the words on a job Johnson J r . . executive director of the Urapplication
ban I-eaguo of Rochester
You can see it in the face of Caesar
There are a lot of young people I work
Mitchell. 17. who became a male prostitute
with who have no hope, and that throws me
to make a living and spent three months in
because how can you be so young and so
jail last year
h o p e l e s s ? " said T h o m a s O Harris a
They are young, black and live in RochUntitled Document
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Why should unemployment among black
tecn-ftgers be a concern'
Job export* sa\ a youth in his late teens
who wants a job and ran t find one often is
on the road to habitual unemployment or
crime
The Rev Walter Szvmanski, counseling
supervisor of the Center for Youth Services
in this upstate New York community, fears
the latter
"I think crime begins with these adoles
cents who a r e unemployed and out of

s<hixi|
he vaid
Your hard-core criminals 10 \ c a r s from now will bo the teen
agors who are unemployed now This is the
seedbed «>f urban crime
To Jim Preston, coordinator of youth
services of V lion for a Better Community
the problem is more basic than that
If those kids can't find jobs in their
home town where will thev find them'*'' he
asked
Who ar< these young people and why
are Kiev out of jobs' 1
Please turn to MINORITIES
on page A17
V'.

