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Son of §am5

The Yonkers connection

2 officers held vital clues

By JOSEFH KELLY
Siafl Writer

Amther message nme days later
said.”” "] have asked you kindly Lo
stop that dog from bowling all day
long, vet be conlinues o do so. |
pleaded with you. [ told vou how this
is destroying my family. We have mo
peace, mo rest.”

Bath letters were signed by “'a
citizen "

The ‘collar’

Last Friday, two ¥ Yonkers
2ed togetber was made by

patrolmen bieced together a series of
mEpicious incidents that all seemed
to involved a husky, 24-year-old post-
al clerk living at 35 Pine 5t. — David
Berkowitz.

just one man

By MICHAEL RODDY
Siaff Wriler

MRS, Cassara mentioned the [aet
that & former tenant at their home in
Mew Rochelle had displayed an in-
tepse dislike for dogs and now lived
in the vicimity of Carr's home.

This tentative plece of infbrma-
tion was what helped pul Chamber-
lain and Intervallo on the trail of
Berkowitz, according lo a source.

“The Cassara letter, that's what
linked Berkowitz o the shootmgs,”
zaid an officer who was in conlact
with the two patrolmen during the in-
vestigation.

Yonkers police, like their comter-
parts across the couniry, have re-
ceived dozens of tips from individu-
als claiming knowledge about
“Son of Sam." Few of them were
deemed credible enough o bring to
the attention of the harried investiga-
tors at the Queens Homicide Task
force,

.But Patrolmen Thomas Chambser-
lain, 31, and Peter Inlervallo, 23,
were confident they had more than
just speculative information.

The evidence Lhey compiled, in-
volving death threatls, dog-shootings,
a misdirected get-well card, and a
small apartment fire, was identified
by New York City Police Commis-
tloper Thomas Codd as one of the
two key leads that led to the arrest
of Berkowlte Wednesday nlght.

should be tortured for a long time —as long as Chamberlain and Intervalle have

he lives — slowly and painfully,” she said, in refused mtlerviews about their detec- the scene are credited with an
her parent's Brooklyn home.—AP Photo tive work, fearing it may jeopardize asmigt. And Craig Glassman, the

the prosecution’s case the smpect. parttime Westchester Counly
Dead dog issue not dying

Their mvolvement began last deputy sheriflf who lived in the
Christmas Eve when they were apartment below Berkowitz, B
By JUDITH CROWN
Staff Writer

There reportedly were as
many as 40 or 50 police of ficers
swarming around David Ber-
kowitz' car in Yonkers Wednes-
day night when he was arresied
and charged as the Son of Sam
murderer.

The question is, who actually
ed Berkowitz?

The answer, New York City
police said, is a Del. John Falo-
tico. He Is assigned to the 10th
Homicide Division which con-
ducted the Son of Sam manhunt,
and il iz his name that appears
on police records as Lhe arrest-
mg officer.

But it wasn't mntil the news media
became filled with the mcredible de-
tails of the Son of Sam investigalion
that the two officers suspected they
had wcovered anything more tho a
Yocal problem.

On Tuesday of last week, the pair
felt they had nailed down epough so-
lid information to identify Berkowilz
as the instigator behind the series of
incidenis — and as a possible Son of
Sam suspect,

Unforgiving

Sixteen-year-old Ricki Moskowitz, whose sis-
‘ter, Stacy, was the last victim of the .44-caliber

Yonkers police who were on
killer, says she feels mo forgiveness, ‘‘He

called to mvestigate the discovery of said to be the man who enti
three dead dogs wrapped in a plastic fied Berkowitz when he left the
bag near the Pine Street apartment apartment building and headed
house., for the car. .

Four months later, on Apnl 11, a The warrants New York City
dog belonging to Sam Carr of 316 police had at the time of the ar-

Warburton Ave, — the man police st were issued by Yookers
say Berkowltz has identified as his E—;h' Judge Robert Ca!::ace
father figure — was shot.
Chamberlain and Intervallo were
1 mvestigating those incidents, threat-
ening mall Carr had received and a
firebombing at his house last Oclo-
' ber when report of shols being fired
early on the moming of May 15.
Berkowilz moved to Yonkers in
April of last year. Before that he
lived al 174 Coligni Ave. in New Roc-
helle in 2 home owned by Jack Cas-
sara.

On Friday they relaved their in-
[ormation to the task force in Queens
through Richard Salvemsen, a New
York City police intelligeoce of icer
who had been meeting regularly with
the Yonkers police on the Son of Sam
case,

The information compiled by
Yonkers coincided with the discovery
of a more ronic piece of evidence —
the appearance of David Berkpwilz's
narmne among the drivers who were
izsued parking tickeis in the Brook-
lvn neighborhood where the last .44~
caliber shooting occurred July 31.

Girl relates a close call

A l6-yearold Yonkers girl know who be was until she saw
told this newspaper she was con- his ﬂctu.m in the newspaper al-
fronted by Son of Sam suspect ter his arrest. “1 wouldn't have
David Berkowitz about three recognized him from the draw-
months ago in the parking lot ing (police mmpns[tel.ru dicn 't
behind the suspect's home, an look anything like him.’

i eee s hadhi Mi= Pialura said Berkowits

onkers.

o was walking a dog that night in
the parking kt. The suspect,
who once worked with guards
dogs as a security guard on the
lower Manhattan docks, had a
reported hatred of dogs amd B
suspecied by Yonkers police.of
having shot dogs owned by two
neighbors.

Iromically, Mis Fgatura is
the sister of one of two neighbor-
hood boys who {ound three dead
German shepherds I plastic
bags behind 35 Pine B{. last
Christmas and buried them in a
nearby wooded area. When they
read of Berkowitz' dislike of
dogs Thursday, they returned to
the site and dug them up.

-~ The remains of three dogs un-
-earthed Thursdayfram graves behind
“the 35 Pine St. apartment residence
:of Son of Sam suspect David Berkow-
-tz have been reburled in a tangle of
“red tape.

. Two opeighborhood boys, who
Jfound the dogs in plastic bags last
ZChristmas and buried them in a
-nearby wooded area, dug them up
-Thursday after they read of Berkow-
Sitz’ reporied hatred of dogs.

:  The boys said two of the dogs had
‘chaing around their necks while the
third had a hole n its head. All were
German shepherds,

The mother of one of the boys
called Yonkers police as the dogs
.were mearthed. Two officers from
:the North Command arrived and
:shooed away the boys, two reporters
-and a pholographer.,

.  When asked Friday for a report
‘on the dogs police said they did not
kmow of a.n{,e&ead dogs and doubted
:they would be of any use in the case
of the .44-caliber killings.

+ “Eve dy has an le,'" said
:Det, Lmﬁm Friday. ﬁ'sm getiing
calls from Maryland, Virginia — 1
don't kmow what they're lalking
about — 1 doa't know anything about
dead dogs.' After the officers chased

Police sources said it is oot
unusual for officers to cross city
or county lines —seemingly in-
fringing on amother police au-
thority's jurisdiction — in order
to get their man.

The girl, Laura Pisaturo, who
lives near the suspect, said she
was wailing for her boyiriend
about 12:30 am. when Berkowitz
approached. "He came up to me
and just stared,'” she said. "1
smiled al him because I was
scared. He didn't smile back. 1
walked away and ducked into

my house, My heart fell into my
stomach.”

“It's not like the old days
when we used to stop at the city
line and let them go," said John
O'Brien, wndersherifi of the
Westchester County sheriff's de-
partment.

Codd said the information from
Yaonkers and the traflfic tickets “'par-
alleled each other” and provided the
crucial link that brought task force
investigators o Yonkers on Wednes-
day — and to the dramatic arrest of
Berkowitz that night.

On June & of this year, Cassara
reeived a get-well card for an inju-
ry he pever sustained. The rurn ad-
dress on the envelope was that of
Mr. ‘and Mrs. 3am Carr.

The Carrs and the Cassaras do
not know each other and Sam Carr
was mystified when Cassara's wile,
Nann, called him to ipquire about the
mysterious get-well message.

O0'Brien said Westchester po-
lice often to New Yok Gity
for survelllance of crime sus-
pects, and that city policemen
may come to Westchester to do
the same. If, during surveillance
outside of Wesichester, county
law emforcement officers find
sufficient evidence on which to
base an arrest, they could obtain
a warrant in the same manper
as New York City police did in
Yonkers, O'Brien said.

Last Saturday, the day after pa-
trolmen disclosed their findings o
the Queens task force, the Pime
Street apartment became the scene
of another wnexplained Incident: a
small rubbish fire outside the door of
Craig Glassman, 29, a volunteer
sheriff, who lived in the apartment
undemeath Berkowitz.

Miss Pisatura said she
couldn’t remember the dae but
three manths ago would place it
in May, a month in which Lhere
were no .44-caliber shootings.

She szaild she had seen Ber-

_ Their coaversation, which was
kowilz occasionally but didn't

conveyed to Chamberiain and Inter-
vallo, served as a crucial link which
enable the officers to conpect David
Berkowitz with the dog-shoolings and

Glassman discloséd he had re-
ceived two threatening letters. Pil.
Chamberlain, who helped investigate

the boys and others from the scene
Thursday, the apparently left the
bodies of the dogs.

Det, Wyka said New York City
would not be interested in the dogs
as a possible angle. “They're saiis-

Berkowitz told police Thursday
that he gol ".messages ... lo EIl"
from a dog — belonging to his 6%
year-old peighbor Sam Carr. Cart
said he belleves Berkowitz once shot
and womnded his dog Harvey.

Det. Wyka said that thal just be-

Del. Wyka said that just because

dead dogs are discovered does not
mean that police would file a report.
“It's not a crime or a misdemeanor, "'
he said. "1 once buried my parakeet,”

Late Friday aflterncon, however, a
Police Emergency Van picked up the

threatening letters received by Carr.

Carr, a former Yonkers city em-
ploye who now runs a telephone an-
swering service, told Mrs. Cassara

bout the shootings and threatening

In one letter Carr received in
April, his black Labrador retriever,

the fire, immediately linked the inci-
dent to Berkowitz. And the informa-
tion was forwarded to Queens as yel
one more piece of evidence lo add lo
the thousands of leads that investiga-
tors have followed for a year without

fied — they got their man," he said.

cause dead dogs are discovered doe

Several views

David Berkowitz, who police belleve ks the Son
of Sam, is shown in photo at upper left. Varlous
sketches of the suspect were released during
the 13-month killing spree. The sketch at upper
right was released Tuesday, center sketches
were released last November; the bottom left
sketch was released im March, 1977; the one at
bottom right in July of that year. — AP Photo

f )

remains of the dogs.

Governor
cracks down
on ‘Sam’ profiteers

ALBANY (AP} — The "Son of Sam"
killer may be offered tens of thousands of
dollars for his story. But the profit will end
up going lo his viclims and his lawyers,

Gov. Hugh Carey amounced Friday
that he had signed into law a bill requiring
that after legal fees, the profits from books
and anything else criminals do after the
fact o make money off their notoriety be
kept in a special fund available to the vic-
tims.

The money could wind up being pald
bath to victims who were injured but sur-
vived, and o the families of those killed,
Bul they would have to file lawsuits to col-
lect.

The bill was signed shortly alter New
York City police arrested David Berkowilz
and accused him of being the "Son of
Sam," the Ad-caliber killer who took six
Ives in one of the most sensational murder
sprees in the city’s history. It had been in-
troduced I the legistalure in response to
publicity over Son of Sam, bul passed well

| before the arrest.

Its sponsor, Sen. Emanuel Gold, a Dem-
ocral from Queens, said the idea for the
bill had occurred to him because he
thought whoever was evonlually arrested
in the case might be of fered large sums of
money to tell his story n a book, magazine
or newspaper allcles or for the movies or
ielevision,

One New York literary agent, Bill
Adler, was quoted Friday as saying Son of
Sam might be offered as much as $250,000
for his story.

The new law, which Lakes of fect imme-
diately, requires that any funds any pub-
lisher or other firm or person promises lo
pay to a criminal for the story of his or her
crimes be paid instead to a special fumd
held by the state's Crime Victms Compen-
sathon Board

The erimmal oould use the money to
pay attorpey’s [ees, bul any profits left
over would be held for the victims unless
the accused criminal was acquitted

' {

ellers.

Newsmen’s

Charged in tres

Three of the journalists who were
charged with trespassing at the
residence of David Berkowitz are
from left, Robert Calfus of the
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New York Post; David Berlinger
of the Washington Post; and Leo-
nard Detrick of the New York Dal-
ly News. — AP Photo

Harvey, was described as a “‘public

success. But . this one turmed out. to
be dif ferent.

case adjourned

By DAVID COPITHORNE
Staff Writer

Four journalists who were arrested on

- charges of trespassing in the apartment of

the man accused in the ""Son of Sam”* slay-
ings appeared brieflly In Yonkers City
Court Friday but their case was adjourned
until Sept. 12.

Yonkers police have charged the four
men with criminal trespass, saying they
entered the apartment of the suspect,
David Berkowitz, at 35 Pine 51. in Yonkers,
withoul permission Thursday afternocon.

Three photographers and one reporter,
all from nationally known publications,
were arrested, They are David C. Berliner,
a reporter for the Washington Post, Leo-
nard Detrick of the New York Daily News,
Theodore Cowell of Time Magazine and
Robert Callus of the New York Post,

Attorneys for the journalists asked for
the adjournment to give them time to pre-
pare their defense. They have been formal-
ly charged with obstroction of justice and
eriminal lrespass.

Police sald they discovered the reporter
and photographers inside Berkowitz's
apartment with the door locked. When po-
lice knocked, they wers asked to ldentify
themselves before they were let in, aecord-
ing to the police report. Police said the
journalists ignored a sign on the door that
aaid, "Crime Scene, Do Not Enter."

At the time of their arrest, one of the
ournalists sald they entered both the
iilding and the apartment unchallenged
by police. Om Friday at the court hearing.
all declined to comment on the case,

Eleven rolls of fiim and one cassetle
lape were confiscated by police and held
for evidence. However, when they were re-
leased on their own recognizance Thurs-
day, the New York Post photographer was
able to smuggle oul piciures uaesd 0 a con-
terfold spread in the Post on Friday

According to a spokesman in the Yonk-
ers City Court, each of the charges against
the journalists carries a maximum penally
of ane vear in Jail and a $1.000 fine




